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UW Certificate in Global Health Alumni in Action: 

ALLIE DELONAY 

What graduate degree are you enrolled in? 

I am earning my Master's of Science in Data Science through the 

University of Wisconsin. This program teaches how to harness the 

power of big data using the latest tools and analytical methods. The 

degree prepares data science professionals to distill vast stores of 

complex and unstructured data into actionable insights, improved 

decision making, and competitive advantage and solve problems and 

seize opportunities in organizations public and private, in virtually any 

industry. The program includes classes in computer science, math and 

statistics, management, and communication. 

Where do you work? 

I am a Programmer Analyst for the Health Innovation Program, which is an organization through UW-Madison’s 

School of Medicine and Public Health. Our mission is to transform healthcare delivery and population health across 

the state and nation through health systems research that partners University of Wisconsin faculty with healthcare 

and community organizations. As a Programmer Analyst, I develop, document, and maintain programs that integrate 

healthcare data from various sources. The resulting datasets are used for health-services research and for reporting 

purposes. I also help develop risk scores that case managers use to prioritize patients for enrollment in various 

healthcare interventions. 

MAJOR: 

Sociology (Concentration in 

Analysis and Research) 

CURRENT LOCATION: 

Madison, WI 
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How did you find your current job? 

I was required to complete an internship for my major. 

After working as an intern for one year, I was hired on as 

a full-time programmer analyst. I love that I get to use 

my problem-solving skills on a daily basis, and I love that 

my work has a direct impact on those in my community. 

 

How do you think participating in the 

Certificate in Global Health made you more 

prepared for your career? 

The certificate gave me a different perspective on life. 

Having the knowledge from the certificate has helped me 

think more deeply about the issues that people face in 

their everyday lives and this is extremely important, 

especially in health 

services research. 

In my current 

position, I bring my 

global health 

perspective to 

various situations, 

especially when 

discussing ideas for 

health-services 

research projects with investigators. I sometimes bring a 

different perspective to the conversation due to my 

sociology/global health background, and these ideas 

have the potential to enrich analyses. 

 

 

 

What are the top 4 skills that are important to 

your current job ? 

What tips would you give students who aspire 

to follow a similar career path? 

I don’t think students should go to graduate school 

directly out of college. Get that work experience. It helps 

you decide whether graduate school is right for you and 

if so, which field you want to pursue. Also, learn a skill 

that sets you apart from the people around you! And 

when in doubt, go into data, because it is extremely 

interesting and can be very rewarding!  

Problem-solving skills and attention to detail 

SAS programming knowledge 

Statistical knowledge 

Multitasking and task prioritization 
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“ 
I love that my work 

has the potential 

to improve the 

health of those in 

my community.  


