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What graduate degree are you enrolled in? 

I am about to start a "direct-entry" (meaning for people who do not have 

undergraduate degrees in nursing) Nurse Practitioner/Certified Nurse 

Midwife program at Yale University. This change in profession comes after 

gaining a lot of hands-on patient care experience while serving in the 

Peace Corps in Senegal, West Africa. I absolutely loved assisting in the 

birthing room at my health hut and decided that I should pursue it as my 

career. 

 

Where do you work? 

I work at the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as a Public Health Analyst. My role at HHS is to review 

applications from six states that wish to designate certain areas as Health Professional Shortage Areas (HPSAs). I assess 

the public health data for those areas and use mapping software to compare that data to national averages in order to 

score the area based on how "underserved" it is, or how few Doctors, Nurses, Dentists, and Mental Health 

Professionals it has, based on the needs of the population. Those scores are used to inform health resource 

distributions for 36 federal programs worth hundreds of millions of dollars. I also directly oversee $1.5 million worth of 

grants for my states to bolster their health data gathering capabilities, and better prepare their applications. For me a 

typical day involves liaising with the state governments of NY, CO, UT, OR, WA and VA, doing lots of math, and 

attending lots of meetings.  
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How did you arrive at your current job? 

After graduating from Wisconsin, I joined the Peace 

Corps where I served for 27 months in Senegal, West 

Africa. One of the benefits of the Peace Corps is that they 

help you find a job in the federal government when you 

finish your service. So when I got back from Senegal, I 

was recruited to come on as a Public Health Analyst here 

at HHS. 

 

What tips would you give student who aspire 
to follow a similar career path? 

Always use a federal resume if you want to work for the 

federal government. The way the federal government 

determines your salary is by scoring your resume. You 

get more points for having done more things that relate 

to the job. Put as much detail as you can into your 

federal resume and keep a running version of it open at 

all times so you can add more details to it as you go. 

Because federal resumes can be longer than traditional 

resumes, you will get the most points (when applying for 

a federal job) and thus the highest GS level, if you use a 

federal resume. 

 

How has your experience shaped your 
perception of what it means to be healthy and 
how to help promote health and well-being?  

In the Peace Corps I learned that health promotion must 

be driven by the community in order for it to be effective 

and concepts of what is or is not healthy can be highly 

culturally construed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are your plans for the next year?  The 
next five years? 

In the next few months I will leave my current job and 

travel before I begin graduate school. My graduate 

school program will last for the next three years, then I 

will be licensed as a Nurse Practitioner and Certified 

Nurse Midwife. I plan on using those degrees by 

continuing to serve under-served populations. I will most 

likely apply for Doctors Without Borders or go abroad 

again in some capacity. 

 

  

UW Certificate in Global Health Alumni in Action: 

MAGGIE STREETEN 

“ 
Health promotion must 

be driven by the 

community in order for it 

to be effective, and 

concepts of what is or is 

not healthy can be highly 

culturally construed.  


