
CSCS 501 Global Communities: Research to 
Praxis – Summer 2020 – Online 
• This course will prepare students for 

community-centered health and social 
service that integrates evidence-based 
practice with community-based 
knowledge and engagement. Students 
will consider what makes up a community 
and describe different types of 
communities. They will learn basic 
principles of asset-based participatory 
community research. They will explore 
expressions of global citizenship and the 
local to global connection through 
community engagement activities in the 
greater Madison area and 
Wisconsin. THIS COURSE CAN BE USED 
TO EARN THE GLOBAL HEALTH 
CERTIFICATE FIELD EXPERIENCE. 



Lori DiPrete Brown 

• Associate Director for Undergraduate 
Education,          UW-Madison Global 
Health Institute 

• Lead Author and Editor, Foundations for 
Global Health Practice (Wiley, 2018)

• MS, Harvard Chan School of Public 
Health, 1988, MTS, Harvard Divinity 
School, 1988 



Learning Goals:

• Define and analyze the concept of community. 
• Effectively educate peers about communities where you 

have lived or called home.
• Understand the evolving definition of global health - make 

connections between assets, challenges and strategies in 
local and global communities.

• Become familiar with ways to describe and measure 
health status and risk factors in national, state, city and 
neighborhood settings.

• Compare and contrast strategies for community 
engagement from around the world.

• Draw connections and implications for health and 
wellbeing across sectors using the Sustainable 
Development Goals, as well as other ways of knowing and 
conceptualizing community life.

• Practice self-directed learning, perspective-taking, peer-to-
peer learning and experiential learning related to the 
course topics.

• Integrate knowledge and skills related toyour own course 
of study and  community-oriented global health 
engagement.



SPECIAL 
OPTIONS:

GLOBAL HEALTH FIELD EXPERIENCE OPTION: 
Undergraduate Global Health Certificate 
students can earn credit for the field 
experience requirement by doing 40 hours 
hours of engaged service-learning and 
focusing final project on that service. 
GRADUATE STUDENT OPTIONS:  
• Customize final assignment to specialized 

interests related to your graduate study –
contributing to thesis or dissertation 
efforts. 

• Identify target publications and submission 
requirements relevant to their work and 
submit their final paper for publication. 



I. Global Health Concepts  
• GH Perspectives
• What is Global Health?
• Health Care Systems
• Health Policy and SDGs
• Global Burden of Disease
• The Right to Health 
• Global Mental Health
• Water and Sanitation
• Agriculture and Nutrition
• Climate Change 
• eHealth and iHealth
• Scale Up of Health Programs



Course Schedule
Monday Morning Review/Preview –Synchronous “Latte Hour” option

PART I: CONCEPTS AND CONTEXT

Week 1 Introduction
What is a community 

Week 2     ` Global Health 

Health Systems

Health Policy 

Week 3 Metrics 
Human Rights and health
Mental Health 
Water and Sanitation 

Week 4 Food and Agriculture
Climate and Health 
Information Technology
From Community to Scale 

Part II: PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE 
Week 5 Community Engagement Principles 

Skills Competencies
Week 6 Global Health Perspectives

The Health Professions 
Week 7 Global Health and the Humanities 

Global Health NOW
Week 8 Synchronous Student Presentations

(Small Groups) 
End of Course Program 

(Synchronous option)



Readings

• Reading load is adapted for 
summer offering.

• Textbook plus additional reading 
and video.

• Global Health NOW 
• https://www.globalhealthnow.org

LINK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS AND 
CHAPTER 1
https://www.wiley.com/en-us/Foundations+for+Global+Health+Practice-p-
9781118505564

https://www.globalhealthnow.org/
https://www.wiley.com/en-us/Foundations+for+Global+Health+Practice-p-9781118505564


Assignments and Grading  

• 10% Participation 
• 20% Chapter Quizzes
• 10% Community Reflection (Week 1)
• 10% Local to Global Connection (Week 2)
• 10% 3 Reflections on Community Events (Weeks 2,6,7) 
• 10% Walk Along  (Week 3)
• 10% What Works (Week 4)

Final Project Proposal (Week 5 – ungraded)
• 20% Final Project (Week 8)



Global Health Field Experience 

• Engagement (in person or virtual) with 
a community and global health issue 
in US or international.

• Perspective-taking from the point of 
view of community partners or 
program beneficiaries.

• Can be related to a past or future non-
credit immersion learning  experience 
with prior approval.

• Can work with an organization while 
taking the course.  This opportunity 
may be developed by student or 
instructor. 

• 40 hours of engagement (virtual or in 
person) for summer 2020 

• Log of volunteer hours verified by 
supervisor

• Presentation, report or other outcome 
that reflects your work (customized to 
site)

• Reflection paper: How did this relate 
to global health? What did you learn 
about yourself and others? How did 
you grow? What goals do you have 
toward future growth?  (@500-750 
words)



Thank you!
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