
Summer 2021 Global Health Field Experiences 
 

Virtual Study Abroad 

CHINA | UW Art, Design and Wellness in China 
3 cr | May 17-June 4, 2021 
This course offers a unique and exciting opportunity to study Chinese Feng Shui culture, 
well-being, environmental history, the impact of economic development to the arts, 
public health, and sustainable design. This class will allow students to see firsthand 
examples of a variety of approaches for well-being. We will explore this topic by learning 
about Chinese Medicine/Health Centers (Acupuncture and Herbal Medicine), Tea 
Houses, Public Exercise Parks, Panda Museums and Breeding Centers. In addition, one-
on-one interviews and exchanges of life/education experiences with Chinese students, 
ordinary citizens, and professionals in your field will be offered through the 
course. Learn more and apply here by April 2nd. 

 
JAPAN | UW Food Systems and the Environment in Northern Japan 
2 cr | August 20-29, 2021 
This is a 10-day innovative virtual field experience program that offers students the 
opportunity to learn about Food Systems on a global scale and make comparisons 
between the northern island of Hokkaido, Japan and Wisconsin.  Hokkaido offers diverse 
agro-ecosystems and is the largest agricultural production area in Japan. Students will 
explore some challenges and benefits of the Japanese agricultural system in relation to 
carbon footprint, government policy, consumer’s need for nutritious and healthy food, 
food security and an ageing population with an average age of farmers being 65. They will 
document their learning in regards to food production, processing, marketing or other 
aspects of Japanese’s agricultural systems with an emphasis on the question: “Why they 
do what they do?” Learn more and apply here by April 16th. 

 
NEPAL | UW Global Health, Community Health, and Health Disparity 
3 cr | May 17-June 4, 2021 

As the current global pandemic continues to impact communities, highlighting existing 
inequities both in the US and around the world, this virtual field experience will examine 
health and wellness in Nepal - one of the poorest nations in the world with some of the 
most beautiful and diverse natural landscapes as the backdrop for its rapidly changing 
culture and government. With mentorship from the organization Teach for Nepal and UW 
Madison field experience leaders, students will use virtual platforms to learn about global 

https://studyabroad.wisc.edu/program/?programId=159#academics
https://studyabroad.wisc.edu/program/?programId=650


health through the frame of asset based community development and the many 
determinants of health both in rural and urban Nepal. We will pay special attention to the 
COVID 19 pandemic and what it means for Nepal both in terms of health and wellness of 
individuals and communities, building a framework to understand the inequities, their 
drivers, and start thinking about ways to address them. Learn more and apply here 
by April 2nd. 

 
SPAIN, MOROCCO, NIGERIA | UW Circle of Care for Global Health and Human 
Rights 
3 cr | May 24-June 13, 2021 

In a time when the meaning of borders has dramatically shifted, this course will help us 
reexamine borders and explore human trafficking and human rights. It will cover three of 
the key territories on the route of migrant women from West Africa (specifically Nigerian 
women): Spain, Morocco, and Nigeria. It will take place over three weeks, one for each 
territory. This course will use trauma-informed virtual participatory techniques and 
collective discourses to develop a circle of Care and Communication between UW 
students/course leaders, victims/survivors, and the staff of organizations in Spain, 
Morocco, and Nigeria. In order to elevate the experiences and suppressed voices of 
victims and survivors of human trafficking, this course will heavily rely on collective 
narratives and life stories, drawing upon the lived experience, leadership, wisdom, and 
courage of these remarkable human beings. “Care” and “communication” techniques will 
be used to approach victims/survivors in a virtual way. Our goal is to open up virtual 
spaces for interaction and communication. Learn more and apply here by April 2nd. 

 
UGANDA | UW Mobile Clinics and Health Care in Uganda 
2 cr | August 4-20, 2021 

The question of how communities and countries deliver quality health care and medical 
information to their citizens has been brought to the forefront during the ongoing global 
pandemic. This virtual field experience will examine issues of community health by 
engaging with individuals and organizations in Uganda in an online format with a special 
focus on mobile clinics as an effective way to improve access to medical services and 
preventative care. Through live videoconferencing, students will have the opportunity to 
observe mobile clinics in action in the Lweza and Mukono communities. Mobile health 
clinics are used widely in both the developing world and in underserved portions of more 
affluent countries. Some clinics provide only primary medical care (some combination of 
treatment of basic health problems and preventive care such as prenatal checkups), while 
others provide both primary care and health education (for example: sessions with 
information about water treatment for disease prevention). Learn more and apply 
here by April 16th. 
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Virtual Wisconsin-based Field Experiences 

WI Express 
1  or 3 cr | Throughout May (plus June-July course), Applications have closed for 2021 
This program gives students a unique opportunity to become immersed in Wisconsin’s 
diverse communities and cultures, while they explore health care delivery and public 
health in medically underserved areas, learning with and from students in other 
disciplines. To earn credit, you must pair this experience with the Virtual Global Health 
Field Experience course (1 cr) or CSCS 500 (3 cr), both detailed below. WI Express will 
serve as your community project for either course. Learn more about WI Express 
here. 

 
NS 421: Virtual Global Health Field Experience 
1 cr | June 7–August 1, 2021 | Largely Asynchronous | Registration Open, Due April 25 
Students will be matched with a virtual community project to complete 40 hours of 
community-engaged learning and service at organizations such as Planned Parenthood 
and United Way. Placements are limited, and particular placements cannot be 
guaranteed. The tandem asynchronous online course addresses the overall learning 
objectives of the Global Health Certificate and includes several synchronous meetings. To 
receive permission to enroll in the course, complete the Registration Form by April 
25th. Students may use participation in the summer WI Express program as your 
community project for the course. Please indicate in the registration form that you have 
applied for WI Express. 

 
CSCS 500: Global Health and Communities: From Research to Praxis 
3 cr | June 14–August 6, 2021 | Largely Asynchronous | No Application, Just Enroll 
This course explores the advancement of global health and wellbeing from a community 
perspective and through the holistic lens of human ecology. Students will develop 
knowledge and skills related to asset-based participatory community engagement. 
Students wanting to earn the global health field experience will work in small groups (3-
4) on a range of virtual international field experiences. Projects to date include: “Theatre 
for the oppressed” in Malawi, Merembe Words of Wisdom Literacy Initiative in Uganda, 
program development for 4W Women and Wellbeing Leadership Network in Africa, 
drafting of a city ordinance related to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women, applying the Sustainable Development Goals at the Local 
Government level, and more. Student initiated topics are also welcome. Students may use 
participation in the summer WI Express program as your community project for the 
course. For more info, contact instructor Lori DiPrete Brown (dipretebrown@wisc.edu).  
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LA 360: Earth Partnership Restoration Education: Indigenous Arts & Sciences 
1 cr | June 21–July 4, 2021 (M-F); July 19-25, 2021 (M-F); or June 21-July 25, 2021 (T) 
Virtual Synchronous Course | No Application, Just Enroll | Junior and Senior Standing 
Participate in a one-week or once-per-week community-based, intergenerational institute 
focused on ecological restoration and water stewardship rooted in indigenous knowledge 
while working with Native Nations in Wisconsin. An emphasis is on environmental 
science aligned with cultural values and indigenous science processes and address 
environmental, education and health issues through restoration and stewardship action. 
Learn culturally accurate and authentic resources about tribal sovereignty, history, and 
culture and contemporary issues relevant to each community. Through hands-on 
stewardship action, a greater sense of self and diversity of perspectives related to impacts 
of climate change and preserving biodiversity will be gained. 

 
Legal Studies 694: Understanding the Impact of Social and Legal Issues on Health 
3 cr | June - August, 2021 | Internship (30 hr/wk) | Junior and Senior Standing 
Engage in service learning through direct work with patients in the Community 
Resource Navigator Program. Develop a better understanding of how social 
determinants of health equity affect peoples' lives. Partner with patients to identify 
social and legal services, assist patients in connecting to needed resources, follow up 
with patients to be sure that the connection was made and evaluate the quality of the 
resources provided. Reflect on experiences in the clinic and further explore how social 
location impacts health, legal and social service delivery. If interested, please contact 
Lane Hanson, lane@patientpartnerships.org.  
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